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RESEARCH
AREAS

I research brain processing of speech and language in typically listening and clinical
(hearing-impaired, cochlear-implanted and post-stroke aphasic) individuals.

Ongoing projects:

(1) Neural processing of audiovisual speech in adults with cochlear
implants (with Dr Matt Davis, University of Cambridge)

(2) Neural tracking of speech in post-stroke aphasia (PI: Dr Holly Robson,
University College London)

(3) Mother-child inter-brain synchrony in typically listening and cochlear
implanted children (PI: Prof Douglas Hartley, University of Nottingham)

EDUCATION

2020 PhD Cognitive Neuroscience, University College London (UCL) (Advisor:
Prof Peter Howell)

2014 MSc (Res) Cognitive Neuroscience, University of Sheffield (Advisor:
Prof Patricia Cowell)

2009 BSc (School of Physics), Sun Yat-Sen University (Mainland China)

EMPLOYMENT

2025—now Wellcome Early Career Research Fellow, MRC Cognition and
Brain Sciences Unit, University of Cambridge (Line Manager: Dr Matt
Davis)

2023—2025 Postdoc Research Fellow, Division of Psychology and Language
Sciences, University College London (Line Manager: Dr Holly
Robson)

2020—2024 Postdoc Research Fellow, NIHR Biomedical Research Centre,
University of Nottingham (Line Manager: Prof Douglas Hartley)

2009—2013 Research Assistant, Department of Electronic Engineering, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong (Line Manager: Prof William S-Y.
Wang)
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AWARDS
& FUNDS

2025-2031 Wellcome Early Career Award (Neural Tracking of Audiovisual
Speech in Adults with Cochlear Implants), Wellcome Trust (£667k,
fEC: 1.6m)

2019 Trainee Professional Development Award (Causal Relationship
between Auditory Cortex and Frequency-Following Responses),
Society for Neuroscience ($2,500)

2018-2019 UCL Research Excellence for Cross-Disciplinary Training
(Studying Neuroplasticity of Speech-in-Noise Processing in Ageing
Adults Using Functional Near Infrared Spectroscopy), UCL Graduate
School, jointly sponsored by Experimental Psychology and Medical
Physics (£19k)

2014 InterSpeech Student Travel Grant, ISCA ($1,000)

History of unsuccessful applications:

Postgraduates: The Chinese University of Hong Kong (x3), University of Western
Ontario, University of York, UCL ORS; Postdocs: University of Manchester,
University of Cambridge (x2), University of Nottingham; Research grants: UCL
Grand Challenges, Wellcome Seed Award, Action on Hearing Loss Discovery Grant,
Dunhill Medical Trust Project Grant; Fellowships: Sir Henry Wellcome
Fellowship, British Academy Postdoc Fellowship, NIHR Advanced Fellowship,
Wellcome Early Career Award, MRC Career Development Award

RESEARCH
TOOLS

Brain imaging tools: electroencephalography (EEG), functional near infrared
spectroscopy (fNIRS), transcranial direct current stimulation (tDCS)

Programming tools: Matlab (EEG signal processing, mTRF analyses, fNIRS
analyses, data compilation and visualisation, PsychToolBox), Python (PsychoPy),
Java (JsPsych), R (statistical analyses), Praat (TextGrid annotation)
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